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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400

















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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it begins before the blooms appear. Any good county extension office will tell the farmer to begin a spraying program before the blossoms appear (Not a bad plan for would- be parents as well) and continue it until the fruit is set. What makes for pure tasty apples is a concerted effort on the part of the grower and what makes for a pure, clean heart, is a concerted effort on the part of the grower as well.


It is interesting to note that before David asks God to create in him a clean heart, he asks of God; ““Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. 


(Ps. 51:7-9) David knew that his sins separated him from God and they must be dealt with before he could have a clean heart. 


     One of the great things about repentance and obedience to God is that our sins are washed away. Uncontaminated by sin we are now whiter than snow and God has something to work with.  His word will keep us pure but to be sure, if we stop the sprayings the worms will be back.


     As we worship God this morning let each of us make a conscious, willing effort to be pure in all that we do, it is our only hope of seeing Him.


     Turn to hymn number 542 and read the words.


		Joe Phillips


____________________________


Christianity.  If you should ever find yourself in an isolated area where no sound local church after the order of Christ exists, you should diligently labor to start one.  If you are in an area where one already exists, you should become a faithful, active member.








A good friend of mine who attends a Calvary Chapel challenged the notion that the Bible teaches the concept of local church membership.  Calvary  Chapel is known for not maintaining any kind of formal membership roster, and I’ve known more than a few people who identify with a local Chapel group who prefer to come and go as they please.  I gave him some verses to ponder, but the concept is one we would do well to ponder.


     Charles Holt has argued vehemently that churches of Christ should have neither specific organization nor a formally appointed leadership—a local assembly without any defined boundaries.  Others have focused all of those boundaries around the spacious confines of a church building, as if the worship, edification, and work of a congregation are limited to the hallowed halls of a meeting place.  Then there is the problem, no stranger to most of us, of those who consider themselves members of the Lord’s church at large, who may even attend at regular intervals, but who don’t want to be bothered by the responsibility—or the accountability—of “placing membership.”


     As Christians who are concerned with pleasing the Lord, we should search the New Testament diligently to understand and incorporate the patterns He has laid down in His Word for the life and worship of His church.  After all, it is His church (Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 1:22-23), governed by His last will and testament (1 Timothy 3:15; Hebrews 9:15f), of which we seek to be a part.


The New Testament uses the term “church” (ekklesia) in a general, distributive sense of the universal “body” of believers.  When a believer obeys the gospel call and is “baptized 





(1 Corinthians 4:17).  How could any of these matters be implemented unless the groups in question were composed of specifically identifiable people?


These collective responsibilities were not reserved for a select group, a separate clergy (which did not yet exist), or a self-appointed “board of directors.”  The saints addressed in 1 Corinthians had the practice of coming “together as a church” (11:8).  Division in the church was condemned.  The same group is told to administer corrective discipline to one of its own wayward members (5:1-13).  Paul fondly remembered the Philippians, in that “no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone” (Philippians 4:15; emphasis mine, MW).  These same words were addressed not to a self-appointed elite, but to “all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, including the overseers and deacons” (Philippians 1:1).


     We have barely scratched the surface of the New Testament evidence.  Even still, how could elders oversee a “flock” which does not exist?  (see John 10:3, 14; 1 Thessalonians 5:12; Hebrews 13:17).  How could we “withdraw” from a wayward member if there were no members “among” us (1 Corinthians 5:1f)?  How could we pool our resources together without formal participation?  How could we “stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together” (Hebrews 10:24-25), if we don’t have a clear idea of who “one another” are?  “Placing membership“with a local 


congregation means more than a seat on a pew and a name on a roster, but it certainly is not an optional component of New Testament			





Does the Bible Teach


Congregational Membership?





By Mike Wilson








into Christ” (Galatians 3:26-27), he is “baptized into one body” (1 Corinthians 12:13). He is added by the Lord (Acts 2:47) to a body that is “not one member, but many” (1 Corinthians 12:14).  He continues to serve the Lord, who “knows those who are His” (2 Timothy 2:19).


     Careful students of the New Testament are also able to detect the word “church” being applied to local groups--e.g., “the church of God which is at Corinth” (1 Corinthians 1:2), “the churches of Christ greet you” (Romans 16:16), etc.  The question is whether these were loosely connected groupings of saints with no particular congregation responsibility who happened to live in the same cities, or if they belonged to the same local assembly and were obligated by the Lord to know one another, work with one another, and worship together.


     The New Testament is so clear on this point that we are amazed that anyone familiar with the Bible would question it.  “Church” (ekklesia), whether used universally or locally, is a collective noun like army, herd, flock, or orchestra.  The individual units are always people.  A local “church” is not a building, a seating arrangement or vague entity on paper.  It is a group of people acting in concert to discharge their collective responsibilities to the Lord.  Consequently, local churches received mail from apostles and were commanded to publicly read this mail (Colossians 4:16).  Prophets and teachers functioned “in the church that was” at Antioch (Acts 13:1).  Elders were chosen in every church” (Acts 14:23) on Paul’s first preaching tour.  


     Local churches sent out (Acts 15:3) and received (Acts 15:4) evangelists.  In the matter of contributions, Paul instructed the church at Corinth to do the same thing he had “directed the churches of Galatia” to do (1 Corinthians 16:1-3).  In fact, the principles Paul enjoined upon this church were the same he taught in every church.





A PURE HEART


But flee youthful lusts, and follow after righteousness, faith, love, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. (2 Tim 2:22)





     As the old saying goes the only thing worse than finding a worm in your apple, is finding half a worm.


But, did you ever stop to think, how a worm gets in the apple? Perhaps you think the worm burrows in from the out side, but that is not so. How then, does it get in the apple? Simple! An insect lays its egg in the blossom of the apple. Sometime later, the worm hatches in the heart of the apple and eats its way out.


     Sin, like the worm, begins in the heart (mind) and works through a person’s thoughts words and actions.


For this reason, after his conviction of the sin that he committed David wrote, Create in me a clean heart, O God;” (Ps51:10)


     There are more than 100 uses of the word pure in scripture and in every case it refers to the nature of things approved by God. Whether it was the trappings of the tabernacle, water for the ceremonial washings, oil for the lamps or the animal to be sacrificed, God expected it to be pure. When Jesus said “Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God” (Matt 5:8), He was speaking of those who by rational judgment and conscious effort and will make up their mind to keep their motives and principles pure and do what is right in God’s sight. They make a concerted effort to be pure. I am convinced that it is a lack of willingness to be pure much more than circumstances that lead most to sin. Certainly it was the case with David.  


But, how does one achieve a pure heart and maintain it?     For those who want to raise apples without worms in them,			Cont on Page 3	


				








				








FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Jack and Joyce Green; Jack 


recovering from shoulder surgery. Joyce has back


problems;  Elaine Clem; Mrs. Alice Frasier; 


Chris Jackson; David Nash; Collins Boakye;


Emily Clark’s Grandmother has cancer. Valerie 


McClendon recovering from surgery; 


Donna Simmons’ mother battling cancer


Steve Huff’s mother diagnosed with cancer. 


 Bro. and Sis. Vandergrift, while


 they long to be at services, they can not. 


Susan Bisbing’s mother has cancer; Mark  


Robinson’s Mother had surgery for cancer.


Remember those who are traveling. Pray for all


of our babies; Expecting mothers:  Kelly Craven


Marla Jones;   


______________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Gary Humfleet


 Song Leader----Matt Jones


Lord's Supper---Donny Gilbert


   Asst. 1-----Ken Gay 


   Asst. 2-----Zach Adams


   Asst. 3-----Gary Byrd


   Asst. 4----- Preston Jackson


   Asst. 5-----Mark Robinson


2nd Prayer---Grant Hicks


Read Scripture---Larry Coots 


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---Justin Douthitt 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Sterling Borders


Song Leader---Adam Kreis


2nd Prayer---Steven Tramell


Read Scripture---Scotty Porter


Sermon--------Tim Ruffin


Lord's Supper---George Wilcox


Announcements—Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---Joey Jackson


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Preston Jackson


 Invitation---Lloyd Jackson


 Closing Prayer---Zach Adams





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call Sam Adams 678-982-4398


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














